United Support Group

935 East Walnut ST

Lancaster, PA 17602

(717) 392-5670
www.UnitedSupportGroup.org
January 25, 2011
Dear Interested Camper, Parent, Guardian, or Staff:

Thank you for your interest in United Support Group Summer Enrichment Program. Structurally the program is set up to accommodate our campers and to keep activities age appropriate. There will be a 5 – 12 year old group participating in all camp activities together as one group which is supervised by our Assistant Camp Director. There will be five 13 - 21 year old groups rotating through instructor-led classes like arts & crafts, science & nature, sports & movement, and music. The groups will come together for lunch and large sporting events. We will be swimming once a week at the Lititz Spring Pool and there will be a variety of special events throughout the summer including a talent show, petting zoo and many more. Our camp also provides a special inclusion program for children without disabilities to attend our camp. The goal of the program is to keep participants on a schedule not unlike their school schedule while having fun and making new friends.

We will be hiring a Program Supervisor and an Assistant Supervisor by the end of February. We are also currently inviting last year’s counselors to rejoin us, and we will begin interviewing new counselors in March.

The program begins June 20, 2011 and will end on August 5, 2011 (excluding the week of July 4-8, 2011). The program runs Monday through Friday with drop-off between 9:00 a.m.-9:30a.m .and pick-up between 2:30 p.m-3:00p.m. *Please have transportation arranged ahead of time especially if your child will be using a form of public transportation. USG will not be responsible for any transportation mistakes! 
The cost for camp is $160.00/ week for self pay or $1.33 per unit/121 units per week through MHMR, if you are using funding through MHMR. Enclosed are your registration forms. The applications must be filled out completely and returned as soon as possible to reserve a space for your camper. There is no deposit required this year if you are using funding through MHMR. If you are self paying, a deposit of $40.00 per week is required and must come with the application to reserve the space. If you are receiving funding through MHMR your space will be reserved when we make the confirmation of your available funding with MHMR. (NOTE: You will receive an acceptance letter within two weeks of USG receiving the application and deposit) For people who are self paying, the remaining $120.00 per week will be due by May 20, 2011. 
All medical/liability forms and applications will need to be completed, front and back, and returned to the USG office no later than June 17, 2011. All camp paperwork must be in the office before the first day your camper attends camp. This includes the Discipline Agreement Form, which you will receive in the Parent Packet at a later date.

If your camper has a 1:1 aide, a special behavior plan, or other behavior difficulties during the school year, a 1:1 aide must be provided to act as the participant’s counselor. This year we will also be providing one on one counselors for campers that have shown a need for more individual attention that they may get during the school year however may not have available for the summer. If you feel that your child would enjoy the camp experience more from this please contact me as soon as possible to get additional information. The cost for a camper with a one to one counselor is $265/ week for self pay or $2.19 per unit/121 units per week through MHMR. 

Please note: If your child will be attending with their own aide he/she must be 18 years or older, agree with all USG policies and procedures; attend counselor training and all weekly counselor meetings while camp is in session. This aide must also understand that he/she will be under the direct supervision of the Program Supervisors.

Parents and participants are asked to attend a one-hour drop-in lunch at the program site on Friday, June 17, 2011 beginning at Noon (please bring a lunch for you and your camper). This will allow you and your camper an opportunity to meet the staff and allow time for questions to be asked and answered on a one to one basis. I cannot stress enough how important this is.  The first day is always hectic and there is usually not enough time for this exchange of important information. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at the USG office.

Sincerely,

Rhiannon R. Giberson
Executive Director
